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ABSTRACT
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India the already existing indigenous divisions and su .zv. ions, The 5 atng,
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good position in the society made their children to get all kinds of e LlCCll‘lOi"l. COIUZ‘b‘a:;r:-
‘I;“r()de, Salem and Dharmapuri Districts belong to the west zone where Puplic gr living
villages engaging in agriculture. The Puplic of Coimbatore District were the pioneg,
introducing modern inputs in agricultyre,
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categories oft Brahmins, namely,lyers and Iyengars and among the occupational Tamil

prahmins there were the Vedic Brahmins, domestic Brahmins and temple priests. In the

Malabar region of the Madras Presidency, the Tamil Brahmins and the Malabar Brahmins
petter known as Nambudris

and enjoyed higher status. The temple priestsplayed a vital role in
the society. They regulated religious life and mingled with the people in the day-to-day
activities.

The Reorganization of the administrative system in the nineteenth century gave a lot of
opportunities to the Brahmins to Improve their standard of life. They becomethe elite and
administrative groups of the Tamil society. In course of time, they occupied a dominant and
privileged position in the social setup. They led a luxurious and convenient life at home while the
other caste were tilling the soil or engaging in trade activities. The Brahmins gave their lands to the
non-Brahmin tenants for lease and they also cultivated the lands with the help of the labourers.
Thus the Brahmins got income from the landed property and temple assets.

Brahmins

The Brahmins who occupied good position in the society made their children to get all
kinds of education. As a result, they got postings in the administration, and their exodus, to
towns started. Further, as they were considered an elite class, theygot involved in the political
activities and influenced the masses highly.

All the socio- political and religious activities were dominated by the Brahmins which
was highly responsible for the aggravation of the caste system in Tamil Nadu. The growth of
anti-Brahmanism compelled the Brahmins to seek anonymity, which only large amorphous
metropolitan crowds could provide.

Non -Brahmins
The Caste- Hindus placéd next to the Brahmins in the social strata. Among them,

Mudaliars, Vellalars, Chettairs, Nairs, Naidus, Reddys, Naicks and Kammalas gained great

- ] -B i = :
nfluence over the society. They were called non-Brahmin caste Hindus,

Among the caste- Hindus, the Nairs were considered caste Hindus in Malabar region.
The Vellala was highly respected and was an influential caste among the non- Brahmin caste
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to whom are found in the Sangam anthologies. Since the beginning of the Christian era up to

The Muhammadam invasion in the Fourteenth Century A.D. the vellalaa played roles of varyin o
importance.

Even though the centralized political power in Tamil country weakened from the
fo.urteenth century, due to alien invasions, the aliens associated themselves with the indigen
elite group — the Vellalas. The seventeenth century Mandala Satakampoems (5 or 7 of wh(')us
are devoted to extolling the past glories of Vellalas) are interpreted as ideological stateme;c:;
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caste people. The other Vellals ljyeq throughouyt T
u

al that of SaivaVellalas in the Society AL Hadu. Bug they' viere motof the taus

equ
Mudaliars

Mudaliars are another exg; :
They were all grouped under the generic name of Vel clvilda lflrs, engunthaMudalia '.
country, Vellalar was the common name for ellalar at. one time or another. In Tamil
rahmins i hierarchical terms, thoy People who erfgaged in agriculture. They were next to

‘ . > gh the ArcotMudaliars considered themselves decidedly
Sl.lpeI'IOI' to Brahmins. Perhaps they distinguished themselves in education and generally in
Anglophilia it was a location (Vellore) or occupation (Seng- untha- silk weaving) that made
for sub- divisions in course of time.

‘Mudaliar’ is a term that means the first- rank person, the leader or the chief. This
community is not intimidated by the airs of those above or the assertions of those below. But
they are subject to the same influences that impinge on all communities in India. The
Thondaimandala Mudaliars belonged to Thondainadu, also known as Thondaimandalam.
Kancheepuram was its capital city. The Ekambareswarar Temple there was the place of
worship of the ThondaimandalamMudaliars. The story brogan with Karikalacholan clearing
the dense forest area around Kancheepuram, and settled there about 48,000 Vellala families
from the present Tiruchirappali, Thanjavur and South Arcot regions.

The Mudaliars were highly cultured and staunch Saivaites. One group among them

tilled the fields with sweat of their labour. Another group employed labour to work in the lands

owned by them. They were also

administrators and thinkers from thei
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Baladandayutham Mudaliar, was a prominent member of the E(l)mnsl:n i jun N ,[h: In the
mid 1990s. He was editor in charge of “Janasakthi” and Theoz 1. arasu, p e party,
M .Bhaktavatsalam Mudaliar another stalwart of the community was the Chie Inister of
Tamil Nadu and a Cabinet Minister of the State for a long period. O.V. Alagesanwho belOITged
to the Congress Party was the Deputy Railway Minister in the Jawaharlal Nehru Cabinet,

Thondaimandala Mudaliar’s service in the field of education was noteworthy due tg severa]

a
T. Muthian and Shanmugam, TK.
Chidambaranatha Mudaliar endeavoured to popularize Tamil liter

distinguished educationists like the twin brothers of Arcot Ramaswamy Mudaliar and Lakshm
masamy Mudaliar, N.D. Sundara vadivelu,

ature. He was a torch — bearer

of Tamil cultural renaissance, I the twentieth century ThondaimandalaMudaliarS are included

in the list of forward communities.
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They pressed the oil seeds and produced oil of 7ot edto carry on business in off sceds.
ava

to commercial prosperity besides the agricultural
fragility.

Kammalas and Visvakarmas

riety. They made a remarkable contribution

occupation. They were well known for their

The Efrtlsan castes were a hOmogenOus group constituting not less than onetenth of the
total population. They were called as Kammalas and Visvakarmas, supposed to be descended
from Visvakarma, the architeot among gods. They believed that they are even superior to
Brahmins. They also call themselves Asarees and Pattarsand they claim knowledge of the
Vedas. The Kammalas are well organized and they practiced vegetarian food. The five
divisions among them are Goldsmith (Tattan), Bras Smith (Kannan), Carpenter (Tachchan),
Stonemason (kaltachchan) and Blacksmith (Kollan or Karuman). They are called Panchalas.
The goldsmiths are not having the practice of intermarriage with the Kollam or Karuman
(Ironsmiths) whereas the rest of others do so. They shaped the woods as plough, house roofs,
windows and doors. Plough is needed for agriculture. They wear the holy thread and call
themselves as Vishwa Brahmins. They maintain a higher place in the society their services are
highly indispensable and useful to the society. The Telugu language is the mother tongue for

the 35%+ of the population of Tamil Nadu. There are more than 20 m Telugu castes living in
almost all the Districts of Tamil Nadu. Among them Kammahave more population (40 lakhs)

whose concentration is in three regions of Tamil Nadu. (The Northern region, west and

Southern regions). These peo
of Andhra, but they have been fo
The Kammashad their migrat

ple are not able to read and write except the people of border area
{lowing traditional customs and cultural activities.
ion from the earliest period but more people have migrated

during the Vii gar rule Today the Kammapeople are known as Kammavar Naidu in some
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gical conditions.
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